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active and outstanding journalist was quietly sitting in
a comer, waiting for the catastrophe. This example is
typical of the mentalitity of the Czechoslovakia^! popula-
tion. Benes had fed them with well-founded optimism
for twenty years and had given them 4lan and energy,
and had helped them over many difficulties. To-day,
the closest friends of Benes say that the Czech people
should have been told sooner so that all this should not
have come to them so unexpectedly. But if this had been
the case, internal unrest and revolution would have
resulted, since the Sudeten Germans were already, before
September, 1938, carrying out acts of provocation and
imposing great strain upon the self-control of Czech
officials.

And how are things in Slovakia ? The Press reported
a meeting of the Slovak parliament on July 22nd, when
all the members of the Government, including Dr Tiso,
were present The programme was the debate upon the
new constitution which is based on Christian national
principles. It lays down the number of representatives in
Parliament, the procedure of the presidential election
and the authority of the President. It further makes
provision for the establishment of a State Council, members
of which are nominated by the President^ the Hliaka
Party, the other Parties and the trade representatives. It
has a membership of twenty-six, six of whom are nomin-
ated by the President, ten by the Hlinka Party and the
remainder by the other Parties. The heads of Parliament
and the Government leader will also be ex officio members
of the State Council, Thus the balance of power between